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Readings in IR Theories 

Lecture: Farhan Abdul Majiid 

Session Sub-Topics References 

Part I Studying IR Scientifically 

1 
Introduction to 

IR 

 

What is Theory? Mark Kauppi & Paul Viotti. 2024. International Relations 
Theory, 7th Edition. Rowman & Littlefield. Chapter 1 

 

Kenneth Waltz. 1986. “Laws & Theories” in R. Keohane 
(ed.), Neorealism and Its Critics, Columbia University 

Press. Chapter 2  

 

Charles McClelland. 1960. “The Function of Theory in 

International Relations”, Journal of Conflict Resolution, 

Vol. 4, No. 3. 

Level of Analysis David J. Singer. 1961. “The Level of Analysis Problem in 

International Relations”, World Politics, Vol. 14. 
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Scientific Study 

of IR 

 

Approaching IR 

Scientifically 

Paul M. Kellstedt & Guy D. Whitten. 2018. The 

Fundamentals of Political Science Research, 3rd Edition. 

Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1 & 3 

 
James Rosenau & Mary Durfee. (2000). Thinking Theory 

Thoroughly: Coherent Approaches to an Incoherent World, 

2nd Edition. Westview. 

Ontology, Epistemology, 

and Methodology 

 

Part II Classic Theories (Realism, Liberal, and Marxism) 
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International 
System I 

 

The Nature of the 
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Realism: Anarchy & 

Conflict 

Kenneth Waltz. 1979. Theory of International Politics. 

Addison-Wesley. Chapter 6. 
 

E. H. Carr. 2016. Twenty Years of Crisis (1919-1939), Revised 

Edition. Routledge. Chapter 7-8. 
 

Hans Morgenthau. 1997. Politics Among Nations: The 

Struggle for Power and Peace, 6th Edition. Peking 

University Press. Chapter 1 & 2 

Liberalism: Liberal Peace 

and Liberal International 

Order 

Michael W. Doyle. 2005. “Three Pillars of the Liberal 

Peace”, American Political Science Review, Vol. 99, No. 3. 

 
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, et.al. 1999. “An Institutional 

Explanation of the Democratic Peace”. American Political 

Science Review, Vol. 93.  
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John Ikenberry. 2009. “Liberal Internationalism 3.0: 

America and the Dilemmas of Liberal World Order”, 
Perspectives on Politics, Vol. 7, No. 1. 

Marxism: World-Capitalist 

System 

R. N. Berki. 1971. “On Marxian Thought and the Problem 

of International Relations”. World Politics, Vol. 24, No. 1. 

 
Jamie C. Allinson & Alexander Anievas. 2010. 

“Approaching the ‘International’: Beyond Political 

Marxism”, in Alexander Anievas, Marxism and World 
Politics: Contesting Global Capitalism. Routledge.  

 

Immanuel Wallerstein. 2004. World System Analysis: An 
Introduction. Duke University Press. Chapter 1. 
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System II 
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International 
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International Regime and 
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Stephen Krasner. 1983. International Regimes. MIT Press. 

 

Robert O. Keohane & Lisa Martin. 1995. “The Promise of 
Institutionalist Theory”, International Security, Vol. 20, 

No. 1 

 
Lisa Martin & Beth Simmons. 1998. “Theories and 

Empirical Studies of International Institutions”, 

International Organization, Vol. 52, No. 4. 

Empire and Imperialism Jennifer Pitts. 2010. “Political Theory of Empire and 
Imperialism”, Annual Review Political Science, Vol. 13. 

 

Sandra Halperin & Ronen Palan (eds.). 2015. Legacies of 

Empire. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1 

Complex Interdependence Robert O. Keohane & Joeph Nye, Jr. 2011. Power and 

Interdependence, 4th Edition. Pearson. Chapter 1 & 8. 

 

Henry Farrell & Abraham Newman. 2019. “Weaponized 
Interdependence: How Global Economic Networks Shape 

State Coercion”. International Security. Vol. 44, No. 1 

Hegemony Robert Cox. 1983. “Gramsci, Hegemony, and 
International Relations: An Essay in Method”. Millennium. 

Vol. 12, No. 2. 

 

Michael Webb & Stephen D. Krasner. 1989. “Hegemonic 
Stability Theory: An Empirical Assessment”. Review of 

International Studies. Vol. 15, No. 2 

 
Owen Worth. 2011. “Recasting Gramsci in International 

Politics”, Review of International Studies, Vol. 37.   
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Power Jeffrey Hart. 1976. “Three Approaches in the 

Measurement of Power in International Relations”. 
International Organization. Vol. 30, No. 2. 
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Power, War, and 

Foreign Policy 

 

Michael Barnett & Raymond Duvall. 2005. “Power in 
International Politics”, International Organization, Vol. 59. 

War James D. Fearon. 1995. “Rationalist Explanation of War”. 

International Organization. Vol. 49, No. 3. 

 
John M. Owen. 1997. Liberal Peace, Liberal War: American 

Politics and International Security. Cornell University 

Press. Chapter 1 & 2. 
 

Andrew Kydd. 2015. International Relations Theory: A 

Game Theoretic Approach. Cambridge University Press. 
Chapter 4, 5, 6, & 7 

Foreign Policy Peter Gourevitch. 1978. “The Second Image Reversed: 

The International Sources of Domestic Politics”, 

International Organization, Vol. 32, No. 4 
 

Robert D. Putnam. 1988. “Diplomacy and Domestic 

Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games”, International 
Organization, Vol. 42, No. 3 

 

John J. Mearsheimer & Sebastian Rosato. 2023. How 

States Think: The Rationality of Foreign Policy. Yale 
University Press.  

 

Rachel Myrick. 2025. Polarization and International 
Politics: How Extreme Partisanship Threatens Global 

Security. Princeton University Press.  
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Nation-State II 
 

Alliance & 

Cooperation 

Alliance Stephen Walt. 1985. “Alliance Formation and the Balance 

of World Order”, International Security, Vol. 9, No. 4 
 

Randall L. Schweller. 1994. “Bandwagoning for Profit: 

Bringing the Revisionist State Back In”, International 
Security, Vol. 19, No. 1. 

 

Alfred Gerstl. 2022. Hedging Strategies in Southeast Asia: 

ASEAN, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Vietnam and Their 
Relations with China. Routledge. Chapter 2 

 

Kuik Cheng Chwee. 2026. Theorizing Hedging: Explaining 
Shifts and Variations in Alignment Choices. Cambridge 

University Press. Chapter 1, 2, & 3. 

Cooperation Robert Jervis. 1978. “Cooperation Under the Security 

Dilemma”. World Politics. Vol. 30, No. 2. 
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Arthur A. Stein. 1982. “Coordination and Collaboration: 

Regimes in an Anarchic World”. Vol. 36, No. 2. 
 

Robert O. Keohane. 1986. “Reciprocity in International 

Relations”. International Organization. Vol. 40, No. 1. 
 

Duncan Snidal. 1991. “Relative Gains and the Pattern of 

International Cooperation”. American Political Science 
Review. Vol. 85, No. 3. 

 

Andrew Kydd. 2015. International Relations Theory: A 

Game Theoretic Approach. Cambridge University Press. 
Chapter 8 & 10 
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Individual I 

 
Leader and 

Leadership 

Leadership Valerie Hudson. 2005. “Foreign Policy Analysis: Actor-

Specific Theory and the Ground of International 

Relations”. Foreign Policy Analysis, Vol. 1, No. 1. 
 

Margaret Hermann. 1980. “Explaining Foreign Policy 

Behavior Using the Personal Characteristics of Political 
Leaders”, International Studies Quarterly. Vol. 24, No. 1. 

 

Verlag B. Budrich. 2017. “Personality and International 
Politics”, European Review of International Studies. Vol. 4, 

No. 2-3 

 

Maryann E. Gallagher & Susan H. Allen. 2014. 
“Presidential Personality: Not Just a Nuisance”, Foreign 

Policy Analysis. Vol. 10, No. 1. 

Populism Consuelo Thiers & Leslie E. Wehner. 2022. “Personality 
Traits of Populist Leaders and Their Foreign Policies”. 

International Studies Quarterly. Vol. 66, No. 1. 

 

Daniel Drezner. 2020. “Immature Leadership: Donald 
Trump and the American Presidency”. International 

Affairs. Vol. 96, No. 2 

 

Inaki Sagarzazu & Cameron Theis. 2019. “The Foreign 

Policy Rhetoric of Populism: Chaves, Oil, and Anti-

Imperialism”. Political Research Quarterly. Vol. 72, No. 1 
 

Farhan Abdul Majiid. 2023. “Islamic Populism and The 

Question of Secularism: The Case of Indonesia and 

Turkey”, Jurnal Penelitian Politik. Vol. 20, No. 1. 

Perceptions Robert Jervis. 2017. Perception and Misperception in 

International Politics. Chapter 1 & 2. Chapter 11 

(Cognitive Dissonance) 
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Individual II 
 

Behavioralist 

Approach 

Rational Choice  Miles Kahler. 1998. “Rationality in International 

Relations”. International Organization. Vol. 52, No. 4 
 

Stephen Quackenbush. 2004. “The Rationality of Rational 

Choice Theory”. International Interactions. Vol. 30, No. 2. 
 

Emilie M. Hafner-Burton, et.al. 2017. “The Behavioral 

Revolution and International Relations”. International 
Organization. Vol. 71.  

 

Andrew Moravcsik, 1997. “Taking Preferences Seriously: A 

Liberal Theory of International Politics”, International 
Organization. Vol. 51, No. 4.  

Political Psychology Noel Kaplowitz. 1990. “National Self-Images, Perception 

of Enemies, and Conflict Strategies: Psychopolitical 

Dimensions of International Relations”, Political 
Psychology, Vol. 11, No. 1 

 

Jack S. Levy. 1997. “Prospect Theory, Rational Choice, 
and International Relations”. International Studies 

Quarterly. Vol. 41, No. 1. 

 
Jonathan Mercer. 2010. “Emotional Beliefs”. International 

Organization. Vol. 64, No. 1. 

 

Joshua Kertzer & Dustin Tingley. 2018. “Political 
Psychology in International Relations: Beyond the 

Paradigms”, Annual Review of Political Science. Vol. 21.  

Part III Critical Theories 
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Constructivism 

Constructivist 
Epistemology 

Nicholas Onuf. 2013. Making Sense Making Worlds: 
Constructivism in Social Theory and International 

Relations. Routledge 

 
Alexander Wendt. 1999. Social Theory of International 

Politics. Cambridge University Press. 

 

Jeffrey Checkel. 1998. “The Constructivist Turn in 
International Relations Theory”, World Politics, Vol. 50, 

No. 2. 

 
Emanuel Adler. 1997. “Seizing the Middle Ground: 

Constructivism in World Politics”. European Journal of 

International Relations, Vol. 3, No. 3. 

On Anarchy and Order Alexander Wendt. 1992. “Anarchy is What States Make of 
It: The Social Construction of Power Politics”, 

International Organization, Vol. 46, No. 2. 
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Ayse Zarakol. 2022. Before the West: The Rise and Fall of 
Eastern World Order. Cambridge University Press. 

Norms and Values Martha Finnemore & Kathryn Sikkink. 1998. 

“International Norm Dynamics and Political Change”. 

International Organization, Vol. 52, No. 4. 
 

Amitav Acharya. 2004. “How Ideas Spread: Whose Norms 

Matter? Norm Localization and Institutional Change in 
Asian Regionalism”, International Organization, Vol. 58, 

No. 2 

On International Jens Bartelson. 2023. Becoming International. Cambridge 

University Press. Chapter 1 & 6. 
 

Michael Barnett. 2021. “International Progress, 

International Order, and the Liberal International Order”, 
The Chinese Journal of International Politics. Vol. 14, No. 1 

10 

Post-Positivism 

Post-Modernism Richard Devetak. 1999. “Theories, Practices, and 

Postmodernism in International Relations”, Cambridge 

Review of International Affairs, Vol. 12, No. 2. 
 

Albert Mathias. 1998. “On Boundaries, Territory, and 

Postmodernity: An International Relations Perspective”. 
Geopolitics, Vol. 3, No. 1. 

 

Jean Baudrillard. 1968[2020]. The System of Objects. 

Verso 

Feminist IR Theory J. Ann Tickner. 1997. “You Just Don’t Understand: 

Troubled Engagement Between Feminists and 

International Relations Theorists”. International Studies 

Quarterly, Vol. 41. 
 

Spike Peterson. 1992. “Transgressing Boundaries: 

Theories of Knowledge, Gender, and International 
Relations”, Millennium: Journal of International Studies, 

Vol. 21, No. 2. 

 
Cyntia Enloe. 1990. Bananas, Beaches, and Bases: Making 

Feminist Sense of International Relations. University of 

California Press. Chapter 3 

 
Swati Parashar. 2013. “Feminist (In)securities and Camp 

Politics”, International Studies Perspectives, Vol. 13, No. 4. 

 
Madison Schramm & Alexandra Stark. 2020. 

“Peacemakers or Iron Ladies? A Cross-National Study of 
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Gender and International Conflict”, Security Studies, Vol. 

29, No. 3. 

Anthropocene Dahlia Simangan. 2020. “Where is the Anthropocene? IR 

in A New Geological Epoch”, International Affairs, Vol. 96, 

No.1 

 
John S. Dryzek & Jonathan Pickering. 2019. The Politics of 

the Anthropocene. Oxford University Press. Chapter 3. 

 
Farhan Abdul Majiid. Draft. Power in the Age of 

Anthropocene: Planet, People, or Profits? 

11 

Decolonizing IR 
Theory 

Post-Colonialism Arlene Tickner. 2003. “Seeing IR Differently: Notes from 

the Third World”, Millennium: Journal of International 
Studies, Vol. 32, No. 2. 

 

Pinar Bilgin. 2008. “Thinking Past ‘Western IR’”, Third 
World Quarterly, Vol. 29, No. 1. 

 

Philip Darby, 2004. “Pursuing the Political: A Postcolonial 
Rethinking of Relations International”, Millennium: 

Journal of International Studies, Vol. 33, No. 1. 

 

Mahmood Mamdani. 2020. Neither Settler nor Native: The 
Making and Unmaking of Permanent Minorities. Harvard 

University Press. 

Decolonizing IR Robbie Shilliam. 2021. Decolonizing Politics: An 

Introduction. Polity Press. Chapter 5 
 

Martin Thomas. 2024. The End of Empires and A World 

Remade. Princeton University Press. Chapter 1, 2, & 3. 
 

Farhan Abdul Majiid. 2026. “Sastra sebagai Medium 

Pembentukan Makna Profetik-Dekolonial: Refleksi Kritis 
Proyek Antologi Puisi Untuk Palestina”, dalam Abraham 

Kindi, Kita Percaya Pada Pagi. Keffiyeh Project. 

Decentering IR Nora Fisher Onar & Kalypso Nicolaidis. 2013. “The 

Decentring Agenda: Europe as A Post-Colonial Power”, 
Cooperation & Conflict. Vol. 48, No. 2. 

 

John Hobson. 2012. The Eurocentric Conception of World 

Politics. Cambridge University Press.  

12 

Non-Western IR 

Theory: Islamic 
Approach  

The Problem of 

Secularism 

Elizabeth Shakman Hurd. 2017. “Narratives of de-

Secularization in International Relations”, Intellectual 

History Review, Vol. 27, No. 1. 
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Farhan Abdul Majiid. 2025. “Hubungan Internasional 

Pasca-Sekular: Sebuah Prospektus”, dalam Catatan Tepi. 
Istana Agency. 

Islamic Worldview  Ahmet Davutoglu. 1994. Alternative Paradigms: The 

Impact of Islamic and Western Weltanschauungs on 

Political Theory. University Press of America. Chapter 4. 
 

Shahrbanaou Tadjbakhsh, 2010. “International Relations 

Theory and Islamic Worldview”, in Amitav Acharya & 
Barry Buzan (eds.), Non-Western International Relations 

Theory: Perspectives on and Beyond Asia. Routledge. 

Ummah Farhan Abdul Majiid. 2025. “Spesial Idul Fitri: 

Merefleksikan Konsep Ummah dalam Hubungan 
Internasional”, dalam Catatan Tepi. Istana Agency. 

 

Giorgio Shani. 2008. “Toward A Post-Western IR: The 
Umma, Khalsa Path, and Critical International Relations 

Theory”, International Studies Review, Vol. 10 

13 

Non-Western IR 
Theory: 

Indonesian 

Approach 

Problem of Indonesian 

Decolonization 

Shofwan Al Banna Choiruzzad. 2020. “To Build the World 

Anew: Decolonization and Cold War in Indonesia”, Asian 
Perspective, Vol. 44, No. 2. 

 

Farhan Abdul Majiid. 2025. “Mengilhami Bung Hatta: 
Perjuangan Anti-Kolonialisme dan Indonesia Kini”, dalam 

Catatan Tepi. Istana Agency. 

IR in Indonesia Ahmad Rizky Mardhatillah Umar. “Which Part of Your 

Work is IR?’ On Western Dominance and the Discipline of 
International Relations in Indonesia”, Alternatives: Global, 

Local, Political, Vol. 49, No. 3. 

  

Leonard C. Sebastian & Irman G. Lanti. 2010. “Perceiving 
Indonesian Approaches to International Relations 

Theory”, in Amitav Acharya & Barry Buzan (eds.). Non-

Western International Relations Theory: Perspectives on 
and Beyond Asia. Routledge.  
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